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Alex Slobodyanik – Biography 
  

Alex Slobodyanik is recognized by critics, audiences and his fellow musicians 
worldwide as a major figure among pianists. At the age of 15, he became the 
youngest pianist ever to win the Young Concert Artists International Auditions. 
He subsequently received the Grand Prize at the Stravinsky Awards 
International Piano Competition and a Young Artist of the Year Award from 
the Gilmore Foundation, establishing him as one of the leading pianists of his 
generation. His recital engagements have included appearances at  Lincoln 
Center on the “Great Performers” series, 92nd St Y, Academy of Music, 
Ambassador Auditorium,  Wigmore Hall in a live BBC broadcast, UNESCO Hall 
in Paris, the Great Hall in Moscow and at other major venues throughout the US 
and Europe. His tour of Japan included recitals at Osaka Festival Hall and 
Suntory Hall in Tokyo.  
 
As a soloist, he has appeared with orchestras such as the Cincinnati Symphony 
under Jesus Lopez-Cobos on their “Catch A Rising Star” series, the National 
Symphony, the Cologne Radio Symphony, Moscow Philharmonic, 
a debut with the Chicago Symphony under Yuri Temirkanov, Hong Kong 
Philharmonic subscription concerts and the Netherlands Radio Symphony 
Orchestra conducted by Eri Klas at the Concertgebouw. He is a frequent 
collaborator with conductor Valery Gergiev, notably in performances with the 
Philharmonia Orchestra at Royal Festival Hall in London and Symphony Hall in 
Birmingham, followed by an international tour with the Kirov Orchestra 
highlighted by performances at the Barbican Center, Carnegie Hall, Kennedy 
Center, Riffe Center and Mariinsky Opera House, all to critical acclaim. They 
made a subsequent recording of Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto #4 for Russian 
Television.  
 
Alex’s debut recording of the Chopin B-minor Sonata and Schumann Papillons 
was released on EMI Classics to rave reviews. He has worked on a series of radio 
recordings for BBC Radio 3, WDR in Cologne, NPR and WQXR in the US, Cultura 
Channel Russia and NHK in Japan.  
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Alex Slobodyanik has participated in many international music festivals 
including Ravinia, Marlboro, Riverbend, and the Gilmore Keyboard Festival in 
the US, the Ivo Pogorelich Festival in Germany, Lockenhaus Festival in Austria, 
Les Flaneries Musicales d’Ete in Reims, and Les Semaines Musicales in Tours. 
Mr. Slobodyanik began piano lessons at the age of six with his mother, Natalia. 
At seven, he entered the Central Music School in Moscow, where he studied 
with Rene Shereshevskaya. Upon coming to the United States, he resumed his 
musical studies with Nina Svetlanova. He moved to Cleveland in 1991 to study 
at the Cleveland Institute of Music with Sergei Babayan who has been his 
private teacher and mentor since 1985.  
 
Alex now shares time between Los Angeles, New York and Moscow and is 
actively pursuing many creative activities and interests, involving music, 
literature, theater and film. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Alex Slobodyanik – Press Quotes 
 

With orchestra 
“…a dazzling performance….virtuosity and heart” 
-John Allison, London Times 
[Review of Rhapsody On A Theme Of Paganini, Philharmonia Orchestra with Valery Gergiev] 

 
“[He] has the rare ability to project a huge, ringing piano tone above 100 players of the 
[Kennedy Center] Concert Hall without ever resorting to pounding. He brought surpassing 
tenderness to the central “Largo” and loosed Niagaras of octaves in the final movement.” 
-Tim Page, Washington Post 
[Review of Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No.4, Kirov Orchestra with Valery Gergiev] 

 
“Slobodyanik played with confidence, virtuosity and a clear-headed sense of direction” 
-Barbara Zuck, Columbus Dispatch 
[Review of Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 4, Kirov Orchestra with Valery Gergiev] 

  
“I was swept away by Slobodyanik’s stunning performance, he made the Concerto’s technical 
challenges seem like child’s play. It was one of the most musically satisfying performances of 
that knotty piece I’ve heard.” 
-Patrick Meanor, Listener Hi-Fi & Music Review 
[Review of Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 4, Kirov Orchestra at Carnegie Hall with Valery Gergiev] 

 
“…filled with contrast and bravura….subtle, silken melodies were gracefully exchanged from 
piano to orchestra…the final cadential phrases with racing parallel theme in left and right 
hands, the tension built to a tremendously satisfying conclusion.” 
-Keith Morrison, Cincinnati Enquirer 
[Review of Prokofiev Piano Concerto No.3, Cincinnati Symphony with Jesus Lopez-Cobos] 
 

“Watch out, world! There’s a young giant out there and he’s going to make some 
noise!....perhaps the most transfixing piano performance here in two decades….a technique 
that is glass-smooth, but never sterile and with a musical judgment mature far beyond the 
young man’s years. And there beats in the artist’s chest a virtuoso’s heart of enormous size.” 
-Paul Sweitzer, Arizone Daily Sun 
[Review of Chopin Piano Concerto No.2, Flagstaff Symphony with Harold Weller] 

 
In solo recital 
“He is an uncommonly polished keyboard virtuoso, flashy in technique but not in manner, 
poetic to a fault, musical beyond his years…musical depth, comprehensive technical 
resources, a probing mind and a clear sense of communication….an authoritative style, 
mechanical ease and gifts for musical rhetoric rare in pianists of any age.” 
-Daniel Cariaga, Los Angeles Times 
[Review of debut recital at Ambassador Auditorium] 
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“One admires Mr. Slobodyanik’s skills and flair, and looks forward to his explorations of a 
larger musical life.” 
-Bernard Holland, New York Times 
[Review of debut recital at 92nd St Y] 

 
On CD 
Debut album on EMI, Chopin: Piano Sonata No.3 in B-minor, Op.58; Polonaise No.6 In A-flat, 
Op.53. Schumann: Kinderszenen, Op.15, Papillons, Op.2 
 
“Some of the most engaging Papillons on record and a mesmerizing Chopin Third 
Sonata….[this] critic can only retreat into a catalogue of superlatives….His Schumann 
Papillons…delicate and piquant in No.4, immaculately virtuosic in No.6, and with the sort of 
haunting nuance in No.7 that usually only comes later in a pianist’s career….exceptional 
refinement and musicianship….this is a debut of debuts. 
-Bryce Morrison, Gramophone 
 
“[He] is a pianist who combines cultivation with deep feeling. The slow movement of the 
Chopin B minor Sonata is both ravishingly refined and intimately expressive – this is playing 
that compels admiration, but at the same time you feel the music is telling you something. 
[He] is already master of the smooth, singing legato….the A flat Polonaise is an unqualified 
triumph, an epic performance – such a world of color and emotion seems to be concentrated 
into a mere six-and-a-half minutes.” 
-Stephen Johnson, Classical-Music.com 
 
“I have never heard Schumann’s Papillons performed with such unsentimental richness….I 
marveled at the burnished tone he produced [in Chopin’s Third Sonata], especially in the 
sublime Largo. He, as few other pianists, can sail a phrase above the fray and let it shimmer in 
visionary splendor….in the last movement…his thundering bass and dramatic sweep of the 
concluding passages will leave you breathless and spent, yet wanting more.” 
-Patrick Meanor, Listener Hi-Fi & Music Review 
 
“Having heard his playing here, it seems almost inconceivable that Slobodyanik could do a 
single unmusical or unpianistic thing. He’s a true master of his instrument, who brings to his 
playing of the arch-romantic Schumann a classical sense of proportion and an exceptional gift 
for characterization…the rapid mood-changes are handled with exemplary judgement and 
apparent ease….a very auspicious debut indeed. 
-Jeremy Siepmann, Classic CD 
 

 
 



 

 

Alex Slobodyanik – Discography 
 
Debut CD album on EMI Classics, Chopin: Piano Sonata No.3 in B-minor, Op.58; Polonaise 
No.6 In A-flat, Op.53. Schumann: Kinderszenen, Op.15, Papillons, Op.2; ASIN B000TGXGEM 
 

 

Available as mp3 album from 

Amazon ($9.49) 

http://www.amazon.com/Chopin-Polonaise-Schumann-Papillons-

Kinderszenen/dp/B000TGXGEM/ref=sr_shvl_album_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1334767363&sr=301-1 

7Digital ($8.99 - 320kbps mp3, $13.99 - 16-bit 44.1kHz FLAC) 

http://www.7digital.com/artist/alex-slobodyanik/release/chopin-piano-sonata-no-3-polonaise-no-6-

and-schumann-papillons-kinderszenen 

Consumer reviews of CD 

Debut of debuts 

***** [five stars} customer review on Amazon.com, by D. Graham, October 23, 2006  

“I have been in the classical music industry for over 20 years and have never come across such a 

powerful debut recording. In terms of artistry, which is very rare these days, you will always find it in 

Alex Slobodyanik’s playing on this recording. His Chopin is mesmerizing and his Papillons are among 

the best on record. His Kinderszenen demonstrates his virtuosity and breathtaking poetry. Such 

heartfelt playing, this debut by an enormous young talent should not be taken lightly.”  

 

http://www.amazon.com/Chopin-Polonaise-Schumann-Papillons-Kinderszenen/dp/B000TGXGEM/ref=sr_shvl_album_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1334767363&sr=301-1
http://www.amazon.com/Chopin-Polonaise-Schumann-Papillons-Kinderszenen/dp/B000TGXGEM/ref=sr_shvl_album_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1334767363&sr=301-1
http://www.7digital.com/artist/alex-slobodyanik/release/chopin-piano-sonata-no-3-polonaise-no-6-and-schumann-papillons-kinderszenen
http://www.7digital.com/artist/alex-slobodyanik/release/chopin-piano-sonata-no-3-polonaise-no-6-and-schumann-papillons-kinderszenen


 

 

Alex Slobodyanik – Discography 

A rare talent 

***** [five stars} customer review on Amazon.com, by Sarah, October 2, 2006 

“…it is possibly the best recording of Schumann’s Papillons I’ve ever heard. Imaginative, daring and 

fresh. In regards to Chopin, even though I would have loved a bit more punch in the Polonaise, the 

Sonata is among the most powerful on record.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Alex Slobodyanik – Concerto Repertoire 
 
Artist is open to any orchestra suggestions for new repertoire. In the last few seasons, he has 
performed Chopin 1,2; Brahms 1; Rachmaninoff 1 through 4 and Rhapsody; Prokofiev 1,3 and 
Beethoven 1,3,5.  
 

Bach  
F minor, BWV 1056  
D minor, BWV 1052 
 
Beethoven  
No. 1 in C major, Op. 15  
No. 2 in B flat major, Op. 19  
No. 3 in C minor, Op. 37  
No. 4 in G major, Op. 58  
No. 5 in E flat major, Op. 73 ("Emperor") 
 
Brahms  
No.1, D minor, Op. 15 
 
Chopin  
E minor, Op. 11  
F minor, Op. 21 
 
Chausson  
Concerto for violin, piano & string quartet in D major, Op. 21 
 
Liszt  
No. 1 in E flat major, S. 124 
 
Mendelssohn  
G minor, Op. 25  
E Major for two Pianos  
A Flat Major for two Pianos  
Concerto for piano, violin, and string orchestra in D minor 
 
Mozart  
No. 6 in B flat major, K. 238  
No. 12 in A major, K. 414  
No. 15 in B flat major, K. 450  
No. 19 in F major, K. 459  
No. 20 in D minor, K. 466  
No. 21 in C major, K. 467 ("Elvira Madigan")  
No. 22 in E flat major, K. 482  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Alex Slobodyanik – Concerto Repertoire 
 
Mozart, continued 
No. 23 in A major, K. 488  
No. 24 in C minor, K. 491  
No. 25 in C major, K. 503 
 
Prokofiev  
No. 1 in D flat major, Op. 10  
No. 3 in C major, Op. 26 
 
Rachmaninoff  
No. 1 in F sharp minor, Op. 1  
No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18  
No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30  
No. 4 in G minor, Op. 40  
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini Op. 43 
 
Rautavaara  
Piano Concerto No.2 
 
Ravel  
Piano Concerto in D major (for the left hand) 
 
Shostakovich  
No. 1, for piano, trumpet & strings, in C minor, Op. 35  
No. 2 in F major, Op. 102 
 
Schnittke  
Concerto for Piano and Strings 
 
Schumann  
Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 54 
 
Tchaikovsky  
Piano Concerto No. 1 in B flat minor, Op. 23 
Piano Concerto No. 2 in G major, Op. 44 
 
Tsepkolenko  
Concerto-Drama 



 

 

Alex Slobodyanik – Recital Programs 
 
Alex Slobodyanik—full-length solo recital programs offered 2015-2017 
[60 minute (no intermission) versions also available on any of these for private matinee recitals] 

 
Schubert: Sonata in A minor, op. 143 (21’) 
Ligeti: Etudes Book 2 (25’) 

—intermission—  
Janacek: ‘1.X.1905’ (12’) 
Prokofiev: 6th Sonata (28’) 
______________________________ 
 
Beethoven: Sonata #17 in D minor, op. 31, no.2 “The Tempest” (22’) 
Beethoven: Sonata #18 in E-flat major, op. 31, no.3 (22’) 

—intermission—  
Schumann: Fantasia (30’) 
Ravel: La Valse (13’) 
______________________________ 
 
Schumann: Papillons (12’) 
Schumann: Kreisleriana: (30’) 

—intermission—  
Ravel: Gaspard de la Nuit (23’) 
Stravinsky: Petrushka Suite (15’) 
Stravinsky: Firebird Suite (11’) 
       
______________________________ 
 
Chopin: Polonaise in F-sharp minor (11’) 
Chopin: 24 Preludes (33’) 

—intermission—  
Rachmaninoff:  Sonata No. 1 (35’) 
______________________________ 
 
 
 



 

 

Handel: Suite in B flat major, HWV 434 (8’) 
Handel: Suite in G minor, HWV 432 (11’) 
Brahms: Handel Variations (30’)  

—intermission—  
Franck: Prelude, Fugue and Variation in B minor, op. 18 (10’) 
Liszt: Sonata in B minor (30’) 
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