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Michael Sellers – Biography 
 
Michael Sellers is an internationally acclaimed pianist known for a strong and 
commanding presence, temperament, exceptional virtuoso equipment with a 
warmly personal, spacious and poetic style of performance. Sellers has 
presented premieres of many new works, among them "Touches" by Leonard 
Bernstein. A number of these works were written for and dedicated to him. A 
seasoned artist, Sellers has built a universal repertoire that reflects his eclectic 
tastes and interests: Bach and Scarlatti to Stravinsky's "Petrouchka" and Bartok, 
Chopin, Schumann, Liszt, and Brahms, Mozart, Beethoven and Schubert. to the 
impressionists and contemporary composers.  
 
Mr Sellers' annual tours which have taken him to most of the European 
countries (33 tours), Russia, South America and throughout the United States 
and Asia, have included concerts at Queen's Hall in Edinburgh, Sir Henry Wood 
Hall in Glasgow, Wigmore Hall in London, the Musikverein in Vienna and Lincoln 
Center in New York. These have won for him enthusiastic audiences, re-
engagements and critical reviews.  
 
His recordings for Orion Records under the auspices of the Yehudi Menuhin 
Foundation have received wide recognition and acclaim including a "Recording 
of Special Merit" accolade from Stereo Review. He has made a number of 
recordings for New York's WQXR and WNYC in addition to Los Angeles' KFPK and 
KUSC and many others. A new CD has just been issued on Whisper Films label: 
"Michael Sellers: Live from San Francisco"  
 
Recently he made a most successful European tour, in which he played recitals 
in Italy, Hungary, Slovakia and Poland. Highlights were a recital at Budapest's 
Liszt Museum in Liszt's own concert hall where Liszt gave master classes and 
which opens up to his last Hungarian residence; also a private concert in 
Chopin's birth home at Zelazowa Wola. Some of these concerts were filmed for 
TV. He gave a number of master classes in Italy and Poland and his concerts in 
Poland were particularly successful, prompting one critic to say "he played 
Chopin in a truly Polish style with wonderful nuances and colors"  
 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Biography 
 
Born in Chicago, Illinois of an Italian-born mother and an American-born father 
of English descent (His father is a direct descendant of Richard the Lion-
Hearted), Michael Sellers was the recipient of the Rudolph Ganz Scholarship 
Award, a Rockefeller grant to study at the Aspen Music School and a scholarship 
to study at the Manhattan School of Music.  
 
He earned degrees from Northwestern University and the Manhattan School of 
Music and received a certificate from the Moscow Conservatory for his 
participation in a series of master classes given by Mikhail Voskressensky and 
Halina Czerny-Stefanska. His teachers have been Rudolph Ganz, Aube Tzerko, 
Mario Feninger, Nina Scolnik and Dora Zaslavky. He worked in the compositional 
and theoretical areas with Dane Rudhyar, Karol B. Jirak, Ingolf Dahl and 
Professor Oswald Jonas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Reviews 
 

“At home throughout the world.”  
–Saarbrucken: Saarbrucker Zeitung. 
 
“A great pianist ... playing in a grand style (and) with plenty of character.” 
–Brussels News 
 
“Clearly a virtuoso.”  
–Frankfurt: Allgemeine Zeitung 
 
“A genuinely stirring exhibition of bravura... massive in tone and imposing in 
concept.”  
–Los Angeles Times 
 
“Exciting performances ... exceptional imagination and virtuosity.” 
–New York: Soho News 
 
“Rare insight, ease, and striking intensity.”  
–Edinburgh Evening News 
 
“A pianist of great personality and wide-ranging technique, with great powers of 
interpretation.”  
–Malta Times 
 
“…Has a lot in his favor including intelligence, dexterity and taste…His playing is 
quite polished….seemed at one with Chopin and Debussy.” 
–The Washington Post 
 
“The audience responded with a standing ovation at the end” 
–Los Angeles Times 
 
“Sellers interpreted the program with understanding and sensitivity. The public 
responded with extended applause” 
–Berliner Morgenpost 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Reviews 

 
“played with obvious dedication and all the technical command required.” 
–The New York Times 
 
“For Sellers the sonority of the instrument is paramount.” 
–London Times 
 
“Sellers…magnificent…exceptional display of spirited pianism.” 
–Contemporary Keyboard 
 
“Plays in a propulsive style, seemingly uncowed by the ferocious technical 
demands.” 
–High Fidelity 
 
“Your playing is important.  Your artistry is important.  Your appearances at 
Music at Noon have always meant a great deal to me.  I look forward to hearing 
you play.  For me, no one plays your repertoire with such beauty and meaning, 
and I regard you as one of the few pianists of my acquaintance having such a 
deep textural and historical intuitive quality in your playing.  Your performances 
have been timeless evoking so many colors and emotions.” 
–Anita Protich, Director, Music at Noon Concert Series at Pasadena Presbyterian 
Church, Pasadena, California 
 
“Brilliant…I admire your playing.  I couldn’t think of a better man to play my 2nd 
Concerto.” 
–Lukas Foss, New York 
 
“Gave an eloquent and moving account of an all Chopin program…The rapt 
audience exploded with thunderous applause and a rousing standing ovation at 
the end.” 
–Thomas Mitraszewski, Director of the Concert Series at Szuster Palace, 
Warsaw, Poland 
 
“Kind of concert that stays with you…” 
–Virginia Weiner, San Francisco 
 











 

 

Michael Sellers – Recent Tours 
 

2010 
 
-First tours of Czech Republic (2010) and Russia (2006). His recital at the Anichov 
Palace in St. Petersburg was recorded by one of the leading Russian TV stations 
and broadcast throughout the country. 
 

-A tour of Hungary, in which he played a number of concerts in the annual 
Spring Festival 

 

-A recital on the prestigious Phillips Collection Series in Washington, D.C. 
 

-Live broadcast recitals on the "Sunday Live" Series at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, WMFT Radio in Chicago, the European International Festivals I 
and II, and for the International Red Cross in Geneva, Switzerland.  
 

-An Asian tour which included concerts and master classes at Hong Kong 
University, the Jockey Club of Polytechnic University of Hong Kong and Taiwan's 
Tunghai and Fu Jen Universities.  
 

-Recordings for NCRV (Holland), Radio Suisse Romande, WFMT (Chicago), 
Vatican Radio (Rome, Italy)  
 

-Fall of 2010, launch of 27th European Tour.  
 

-A recital on the Dame Myra Hess Concert Series in Chicago.  
 

-Recitals in Geneva, Switzerland for the European International Festivals I and II 
and the International Red Cross. 
 
2011-2012 
 
October 15, 2011 – Encore Concert Series, Palm Desert, California 
 

November 13, 2011 – Eglise St. Merry Concert Series, Paris, France 
 

November 17, 2011 – American Cathedral, Paris, France 
 

November 19, 2011 – Charity Concert (all Chopin), London, England 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Recent Tours 

 

November 20, 2011 – International Red Hedgehog Concert Series, London, 

England 

 

November 24, 2011 – Roselyn Hills Chapel Concert Series, London, England 
 

April 22, 2012 – Lincoln Center, New York, New York 

 

2013 – 2014 

 

September 22, 2013 – Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum, Yorba 

Linda, California 
 

September 26, 2013 −Palomar College of Performing Arts, San Marcos, CA 
 

November 17, 2013 −Eglise Saint Merry Concert Series, Paris, France 
 

November 19, 2013 − Holburne Museum, Bath, England 
 

November 20, 2013 − St. Stephen's Church, Bristol, England 
 

November 24, 2013 − Warsaw Music Society at Szustra Palace, Warsaw, Poland 

(All Chopin Program) 

 

2014 – 2015 

 

November 9, 2014 – Eglise Saint Merry Concert Series, Paris, France 
 

November 14, 2014 – Engelse Kerk, Amsterdam, Holland 
 

November 16, 2014 – American Cathedral, Paris, France 
 

November 19, 2014 – St. Peter’s, Bournemouth, U.K. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Recent Tours 

 

2015 – 2016 

 

32nd European Tour 

November 15, 2015 – Eglise Saint Merry Concert Series, Paris, France 
 

November, 2015 – Engelse Kerk, Amsterdam, Holland 
 

November, 2015 – St. Stephen’s Church, Bristol, England 
 

November, 2015 – St. Peter’s, Bournemouth, U.K. 
 

April 13, 2016 – Wesley Palms, Pasadena, California 
 

July, 2016 – Richard Nixon Library and Museum, Yorba Linda, California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Upcoming Events 

 

2016 – 2017 

 

33rd European Tour 

November 13, 2016 – American Cathedral, Paris, France 
 

November 18, 2016 – Engelse Kerk, Amsterdam, Holland 
 

November 20, 2016 – Eglise Saint Merry Concert Series, Paris, France 
 

November, 2016 – Prima La Musica, Paris, France 
 

November 24, 2016 – St. Stephen’s Church, Bristol, England 
 

November 23, 2016 – St. Peter’s, Bournemouth, U.K. 
 

February, 2017 – Pasadena Presbyterian Church, Pasadena, California 
 

May 11, 2017 – Lincoln Center, New York, New York 

 

2017 – 2018 

 

November, 2017 – 34th European Tour 
 

April, 2018 – University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Programs 
 
Program No. 1 
All Chopin Program 
 
Polonaise-Fantaisie, Op.61 
Ten Mazurkas 
Scherzo No. 2 Bb minor, Op. 31 
          __________                
Ballade No. 2 F major, Op. 38 
Three Waltzes (Ab major, Db major, E minor) 
Nocturne Eb major, Op. 55 No. 2 
Nocturne F major, Op. 15 No. 1 
Polonaise in Ab major, Op. 53 
 
Program No. 2 
All Chopin Program No. 2 
 
Polonaise in F# minor, Op. 44 
Fantaisie-Impromptu, Op. 66 
Six Preludes, Op. 28 
Two Nocturnes 
         B major, Op. 32 No. 1 
         G minor, Op. 15 No. 3 
Ballade No. 1 in G minor, 23 
          __________ 
Ballade No. 3 in Ab major, Op. 47 
Two Waltzes 
         F major, Op. 15 
         Ab major, Op. 42 
Four Etudes 
Scherzo No. 1 in B minor, Op. 20 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Programs 
 
Program No. 3 
 
Schubert 
Sonata in A minor, Op. 143 
Brahms 
Seven Fantasiien, Op. 116 
          __________ 
Bartok 
Suite, Op. 14 
Allegro barbaro 
Faure 
Fourth Nocturne in Eb major 
Second Impromptu in F minor 
Liszt 
Consolation in Db major 
En reve 
Transcendental Etude No. 10 in F minor 
 
Program No. 4 
 
Beethoven 
“Moonlight” Sonata in C# minor, Op. 27 No. 2 
Liszt 
Sonata in B minor 
          __________ 
Debussy 
La plus que lente 
Ondine 
Poissons d’or 
Stravinsky 
Trois mouvements de Petrouchka 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Programs 
 
Program No. 5 
All American Program 
 
Dane Rudhyar 
Granites (1929) 
Stars (1924) 
Sunburst (1926) 
Leonard Bernstein 
Four Anniversaries 
Samuel Barber 
Sonata, Op. 26 
          __________ 
Mario Feninger 
Prelude & Toccata (1985) 
Stephen Paulus 
Translucent Landscapes (1978) 
David Guion 
The Harmonica Player 
George Gershwin 
Three Jazz  Preludes (1926) 
Five Songs “G. Gershwin Songbook” (1934) 
 
Program No. 6 
 
Beethoven 
Sonata “Les Adieux” Op. 8la 
Schumann 
Carnaval, Op. 9 
          __________ 
Ravel 
Sonatine 
Habanera from “Rapsodie Espagnol” 
Alborada del gracioso 
 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Programs 
 
Liszt 
Sonetto 104 del Petrarca 
Valse oubliee No. 1 
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 11 
 

Program No. 7 
 
Scarlatti 
Five Sonatas 
Haydn 
Sonata No. 58 C major 
Schumann 
Fantasiestucke, Op. 12 
Novellette No. 2 D major, Op. 21 
          __________ 
Liszt 
Funerailles 
Shostakovitch 
Three Preludes, Op. 34 
Chopin 
Impromptu No. 3 Gb major, Op. 51 
Scherzo No. 3 C# minor, Op. 39 
 
Program No. 8 
 
Brahms 
Three Piano Pieces, Op. 118 
Beethoven 
Sonata D major, Op. 10 No. 3 
Feninger 
Prelude & Toccata (1985) 
          __________ 
Chopin 
Fantaisie F minor, Op. 49 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Programs 
 
Piazzolla 
Two Pieces 
Milhaud 
Tango des Fratellini 
Poulenc 
Five Pieces 
        Mouvements perpetuels 
        Nocturne C major 
        15th Improvisation “Hommage a Edith Piaf” 
        Pastourelle 
        Toccata 
 
Program No. 9 
 
Bach 
French Suite No. 5 G major 
Schubert 
Four Impromptus, Op. 90 
          __________ 
Bartok 
Sonata (1926) 
Bernstein 
Four Anniversaries 
Ravel 
Pavane pour une Infante defunte 
Toccata from “Le Tombeau de Couperin” 
 
Program No. 10 
“Hommage to the Legendary Pianists of the Past” 
 
Alexander Siloti (1863-1945) 
Bach-Siloti      Prelude in B minor 
 
Ferruccio Busoni (1866-1924) 
Beethoven-Busoni     Six Ecossaises 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Programs 
 
Vladimir De Pachmann (1848-1933) 
Chopin     Impromptu No. 2 in F# major, Op. 36 
 
Ignace Jan Paderewski (1860-1941) 
Beethoven      Moonlight Sonata 
Paderewski     Sarabande in B Minor 
 
Josef Hofmann (1876-1957) 
Hofmann     Berceuse, Op. 20 
 
Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943) 
Rachmaninoff     Daisies 
                              Etude-Tableau D major, Op. 39 No. 9 
 
Josef Lhevinne (1874-1944) 
Schumann-Tausig     Der Contrabandiste 
Chopin                        Polonaise Ab major, Op. 5 
 
Rudolph Ganz (1877-1972) 
Ganz     Little Sphinx 
              Scherzino 
 
Ignaz Friedmann (1882-1948) 
Chopin     Mazurkas 
Chopin     Nocturne Eb major, Op. 55 No.2 
 
Benno Moiseiwitsch (1890-1963) 
Schumann     from “Fantasiestucke, Op. 12” 
 
Harold Bauer (1873-1951) 
Schumann     Novellette D major, Op. 21 No. 2 
 
Alfred Cortot (1877-1962) 
Albeniz     Rumores de la Caleta 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Programs 

 
Arthur Rubinstein (1887-1982) 
Stravinsky     Danse russe from “Petrouchka” 
 
Vladimir Horowitz (1903-1989) 
Scarlatti     Sonata E major, L. 23 
Barber        Fugue from “Sonata, Op. 26” 
 
William Kapell (1921-1953) 
Liszt     Hungarian Rhapsody No. 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Michael Sellers – Photo Gallery 
 

 



 

 

 
 




