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Dear ASTA members,
This summer I met with
members of our ASTA San
Francisco board at Holy
Names College in Oakland
and we discussed the
many exciting activities our
section has planned this
year to strengthen string
teaching in the greater San
Francisco Bay Area.
Our Teacher Symposium
series starts up again in
September with an
ASTACAP Informational
Session. In October, we
are partnering with Kurt
Sassmannshaus who will
be presenting a Teacher
Certification Workshop in
Palo Alto. We have also

decided to continue our
special grants program this
year and will be awarding
$500 to musical entities
that support string
programs in our section.
I would like to formally
invite each of you to get
involved in our local ASTA
San Francisco section to
help promote and support
string playing and
teaching in the Bay
Area. We welcome
your ideas and
hope to see many of you at
our upcoming workshops
and
musical events. Let's work
together to spread the joy
of teaching and playing
stringed instruments.

Cybele D’Ambrosio

Sincerely,

Cybèle D'Ambrosio
President, ASTA San
Francisco
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Learn more about ASTA events at www.calasta.org/sf and on our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/AstaSanFrancisco.

Teacher Symposium Presenters
Step up, don’t be shy! Do
you have a skill, a
specialty or knowledge in
an area that you think
might benefit our
members? Come speak at
one of our upcoming
Teacher Symposiums!

We will pay you for your
time. Some specific topics
that we would like to see
addressed (but not limited
to) are:
1. Preparing students for
college auditions - what
works, what doesn’t?

2. Navigating the grant
writing process - finding
and applying for music
grants
3. Tech-savvy teaching creating websites, on-line
lessons, using videos
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Illustrated Essay Contest
We would like to implement an Illustrated Essay Contest in 2015. Modeled after a contest already in place in
the ASTA Sacramento section, this would be open to all K-12 string students regardless of their teacher's
affiliation with ASTA. They would be prompted to write about what playing their instruments means to
them. There would be at least two age categories and prizes or gift certificates would be donated by local
music stores. Our goal is to start publicizing it in January 2015 and accept submissions in April or May 2015. If
this sounds like a project that you might like to help get off the ground, or if you can help find sponsors, please
contact us.

Elizabeth A.H. Green School Educator Award
Nominate a colleague! Do you know a school string teacher with a current and distinguished career in a school
orchestral setting? Every year ASTA awards the Elizabeth A.H. Green School Educator Award to an ASTA
member with at least 10 years of successful school string/orchestra teaching experience for school-aged
children through the 12th grade. I am positive that we have a plethora of excellent teachers in our San
Francisco section that meet these criteria. It would be wonderful if someone from our section won this award.
For every application there needs to be a Nominator and three References (an administrator, teacher/
colleague, student or parent). Applications are available at www.astaweb.com or contact us for more
information.

CalASTA PresidentElect Loretta McNulty
The San Francisco Section would like to welcome the
Present-Elect of CalASTA—Loretta McNulty.
Congratulations on your new position!
Here is a short biography of our new President-Elect:
In March 2014, ASTA San Francisco member, Loretta
McNulty was elected CalASTA's PresidentElect. Loretta is a String Specialist in the Lafayette and
Mt. Diablo School Districts. She received her B.M.E.
and M.Mus. degrees from the Indiana University
School of Music. She was a member of the ASTA
School Task Force for ten years and in 1997, she was
part of the first ASTA delegation to visit conservatories
in China. In 2006 and 2013 respectively, CMEA
awarded her the Richard L. Levin Orchestra Educator
Award and the Bay Section Orchestra Educator of the
Year. We are honored to have Loretta serve as our
California chapter's President-Elect.
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2014 Solo Competition Winners

1st place, Junior Division: Charissa Leung

2nd place, Junior Division: Austin Lai

2nd place, Junior Division: Patricia Tang

Violinist – Student of Ron Weibel

Violist — Student of Susan Bates

Violinist – Student of Susan Bates

Dvorak: Concerto in A Minor, Op. 53 1st Mvt.
Bach: Partita No. 2, Sarabanda

Bloch: Suite Hebraique
Bach: Suite No. 1: Minuet 1 & 2

Sitt: Concert Piece, Op. 46 in G Minor, 1st Mvt.
Bach: Suite No. 2, in D Minor, Sarabande
2015 ASTA San Francisco Solo
Competition

Honorable Mention, Junior Division: Ellie
Kanayama
Violinist – Student of Heghine Boloyan

Honorable Mention, Junior Division: Woojin
Nam
Cellist - Student of Jonathan Koh

Bach: Concerto in E major, 1st Mvt.
Sarasate: Caprice Basque, Op. 24

Bach: Suite No. 3 in C Major, Prelude
Dvorak: Concerto in B Major, 1st. Mvt.

The annual ASTA San Francisco
Solo Competition will take place on
Sunday, May 10, 2015 at the San
Francisco Conservatory of Music. It
is open to students of violin, viola,
cello, double bass, guitar or harp
who are students of San Francisco
Bay Area ASTA members. There are
two age categories: Junior Division,
ages 12-18 and Senior Division, ages
19-25. Two works or movements of
works are required: one from the
Baroque or Classical period, and one
from a contrasting period. Cash
awards of up to $500 in each age
category may be awarded.
Applications will be available in
January 2015 at www.calasta.org/sf.

Glenview Strings Camp 2014 was a huge success! With 24
campers for a full week of varied activities, the students were
offered a well rounded view of being a musician! They focused
on solo pieces in the morning, with visits from special guests
Elisabeth Reed, for a Feldenkrais lesson, Barbara Massey for
Yoga, and Bonnie Sita from East Bay Dance Center. In the
afternoon we had small ensemble and orchestra experiences
with more special guests, Margaret Secour to sing with the
campers, Katie Wreede to help them compose a piece and
Robin Flower to teach a fiddle tune. It was a jam-packed week
and everyone had a great time. Thank you, ASTA – SF for
sponsoring our camp!
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Giving Campaign
Help support the efforts of ASTA San
Francisco by making a tax-deductible
donation this year. ASTA San Francisco
holds regular Teacher Symposiums and
offers Special Grants to organizations that
promote and strengthen string playing in the
Bay Area. We also host annual ASTACAP
exams and Solo competitions. The costs for
these events are increasing and we need
your support to keep them accessible for all
teachers and students. Please make checks
out to San Francisco A.S.T.A. / N.S.O.A.
and mail them to Cookie Segelstein at 1234
Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA
94709-1994. The CalASTA Tax ID number
is 27-0976048. We also accept donations via
PayPal using our address:
asta.sanfrancisco@gmail.com. We
appreciate your support!

Low-Cost
Venues Needed
We are on the lookout for low cost venues
throughout the Bay Area, outside of
Berkeley, to host additional Teacher
Symposiums, ASTACAP exams and other
ASTA San Francisco events. If you have
access to such sites or have leads please
write to asta.sanfrancisco@gmail.com.

Concerto
Competition
The Palo Alto Philharmonic will hold a
Concerto Movement Competition in 201415 for students 18 years of age or
younger, and who have not yet graduated
from high school as of December 31,
2014. All winners will appear in concert,
accompanied by the Palo Alto
Philharmonic Orchestra, on Sunday
afternoon, May 17, 2015, at the Cubberley
Theatre in Palo Alto. Each applicant
should submit an unedited audio CD of his
or her performance of a movement from a
concerto or concert piece for soloist and
orchestra. For complete details visit http://
www.paphil.org or call (408) 395-2911.
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Sassmannshaus Workshop
ASTA San Francisco partners with Kurt Sassmannshaus!
Professor Kurt Sassmannshaus will be in Palo Alto October 18-19,
2014 to give a teacher training workshop on Bärenreiter's The
Sassmannshaus Tradition string pedagogy method. Become a
certified teacher in this fast growing method for violin, viola, cello and
double bass! The workshop will take place over two days at the Vi
Retirement Community, 620 Sand Hill Rd, Palo Alto, Ca. Tuition will be
$250 for the workshop and certification. To register email
director@starling.org.
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ASTA San Francisco
Grant Program Guidelines 2014-15
Application Deadline: October 24, 2014
Grant Notification: November 21, 2014
Grant Period: January 1, 2015 - August 31, 2015
OVERVIEW
ASTA San Francisco may award grants up to $500 during the 2015 fiscal year to musical organizations which
initiate and promote activities that advance the art of string playing (violin, viola, cello, bass, harp, and guitar)
through special projects or the purchase of equipment.
ELIGIBILITY
Applicants must be members of the San Francisco/Bay Area section of ASTA planning to provide musical activities
in the Northern California geographical region covered by the following 17 counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Del
Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Marin, Mendocino, Monterey, Napa, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, Solano, Sonoma, Trinity.
PAYMENTS
Grant payments are made to the organization and are taxable income. The grantee is responsible for the
management of all funds including distribution and tax reporting.
APPLICATION PROCESS
Applicants are asked to complete a proposal which details:
● Information about the organization, collaborating institutions and individual artists.
● The target group, goals and expected results of the project
● A timeline for the project and a budget of how the funds will be used
Send completed applications and any current and/or past promotional materials to Sara Usher,
ASTA-SF Special Projects Coordinator, at sarausher@comcast.net.
PANEL REVIEW PROCEDURE
Applications will be reviewed by an impartial 3-5 member panel consisting of at least one ASTA member, evaluating
for:
● How the purpose and scope of proposed project helps ASTA San Francisco reach the inherent goals
outlined in ASTA’s mission statement: "To enrich lives through the joy of teaching and playing stringed
instruments."
● The quality of the project and the panel’s evaluation of the applicant’s ability to carry it out both artistically
and organizationally.
● An assessment of the funds requested
Those awarded ASTA-SF grants will provide a follow-up statement within one month of completion of their project
describing how the grant served their community and how they helped ASTA San Francisco fulfill ASTA’s mission.
The panel may also request a final performance, presentation and/or periodic review which would be overseen by
the current ASTA San Francisco Board of Directors.

Do we have your best email address?
While we have no plans in our immediate future to discontinue our hard copy mailings of our newsletter, the most
cost-effective, efficient and “green” way for us to communicate with our membership is via email. Furthermore,
CalASTA, our state chapter, has also adopted online voting and will send announcements about elections via email.
Please make sure that your email address in the national database at www.astaweb.com is current.
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2013 Grant Winners
Home of United String Ensembles
The Home of United String
Ensembles had a very successful
second year. Our program works
with six Oakland Unified Middle
School string programs with 27
participants coached by professional
performing musician/teachers.
ASTA-SF grant money helped us
provide three musicianship
workshops with
all the students
gathered to
enjoy
performances by
guests like
Katrina Wreede

for composition fun, Out of Bounds
String Quartet for improv tips and
Zack Pitt-Smith for an Orff – based
rhythm group experience. All the
ensembles had special performing
opportunities during the year, both
at their own school’s concerts and at
the final HOUSE concert in May
held in the Panther Playhouse at
Edna Brewer Middle
School. Several HOUSE
participants were
members of the MuseVIVO
orchestra, sponsored by
Oakland East Bay
Symphony.

H.O.U.S.E
Students in
Performance

H.O.U.S.E.
Students at a
Musicianship
Workshop

Coach Betsy London with Ensemble

Saint Martin de Porres Catholic School
The Saint Martin de Porres Violin
Program was honored to receive a 2014
grant for $1,000 from ASTA SF Branch,
which allowed us to purchase 18 new
music stands and 3 new
violins.
We're thrilled to receive this
grant because music stands
help our young musicians
improve their music reading,
so they can learn more songs
and perform more concerts.
Imagine trying to play

basketball without a basket! That's the
disadvantage we were working with
until we got this new equipment.

New violins purchased
with ASTA grant

The violin program is 4 years
old and each year it expands
to include a new class of
kindergartners so buying
additional violins is crucial to
our growth. Many thanks to
ASTA SF for making all this
possible!

Young Chamber Musicians
ASTA San Francisco's grant to
Young Chamber Musicians made
possible two outstanding public
Master Classes to capacity
audiences. On March 9 the
Chiaroscuro String Quartet
performed the 1st movement of
Beethoven's Quartet, Op. 74 for
the Miró Quartet at the Kohl
Mansion, and on April 13 the TAL
Trio performed movements from
the Dohnanyi Serenade for the

Before the
grant from
ASTA SF, five
third graders
had to share
a wobbly
stand

Ariel String Quartet.
Each class offered advanced
chamber music training and
exciting performance
opportunities for these youth.

Second
graders
using the
new stands

Miro Quartet Masterclass
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ASTA Certification Advancement Program (ASTACAP)
The article that was published in the August 2014 edition of the American String Teacher which outlined some very
significant changes to the ASTACAP exams including the registration procedures and the fee structure has been put on
hold for the time being. Students will continue to apply directly through their section or chapter and the nation-wide
database of participants will be implemented next year.
The ASTA Certificate Advancement Program seeks to establish definite goals and awards for students
of all levels through non-competitive examinations. Students are judged on technical and musical
preparedness at specific levels (Foundation Level- Level 10) by an examiner of musical and
pedagogical stature. Students will be awarded a certificate for each level successfully completed.
We are excited to announce that in 2015 we will also be hosting additional
exams in San Francisco and Pleasanton for a total of four exams in our section.
Saturday, March 14 -- 1501 Walnut Street, Berkeley
Sunday, March 15 -- Sacred Heart Cathedral, 1055 Ellis St, San Francisco
Date TBD – Pleasanton, CA
Saturday, August 22 -- 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir, San Jose (Harp ASTACAP)
Applications will be available at www.calasta.org/sf in January for the March exams. Contact Stephanie Railsback at
stephanie@moltomusic.com with ASTACAP related questions.
Private Studio Teacher Database
Are you currently accepting private students? ASTA San Francisco frequently receives teacher requests, so we have
decided to compile a list of private studio teachers in our section who are currently accepting students. If you would like to
be included in this list, send an email to asta.sanfrancisco@gmail.com with “Private Studio Teacher Database” in the
subject line. Include in the text of the email (1) your name, (2) the city or cities where you teach, (3) the instruments you
teach, (4) your contact info, and (5) a short personal statement.

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the
story here.”

Advertisements
We are now accepting advertisements for our winter newsletter.
Please contact Tristanne Talarico directly at
TristanneTalarico@gmail.com for more information.

1/8 of a page — $25
1/4 of a page — $45
1/2 of a page — $75
full page — $150
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