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String Along

Chunyi  Zhou  will  be  performing  the  1st  movement  of  Lalo  Symphonie 
Espagnole on Sunday, January 15, 2017 at 3PM with the Olympia Youth 
Orchestra.  The  admission  free  concert  will  be  held  at  the  San  Gabriel 
Mission Playhouse, 320 S Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91007-7306. Other 
works will include Beethoven Leonore Overture No.2, Liszt Totentanz (John 
Carpenter, pianist) and Dvorak Symphony No.8.
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ASTA-LA Special Prize Winner of 2016 
Chunyi Zhou, student of Linda Rose

ASTA-LA remains committed to sending a paper newsletter to all 
our members. However, if you would also like to receive an email 

version, let us know at StringAlongEditor@gmail.com
Advantages of the email newsletter: it’s in color, you get it faster, 

and it is easier to find when you need to reference it.

Are you receiving our 
monthly email blast? 

If not, your email address may 
not be up to date with the 

National Office. 
Important information is now 
being sent via email. Updates 

can be sent to 
stringalongeditor@gmail.com
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The newsletter of the Greater Los Angeles Section serves the string teachers and 
students who are dedicated to the art of string playing in Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura Counties.

GET INVOLVED! 

All board meetings are open to 
all ASTA members 
We invite  you to attend any board 
meeting. See the calendar for dates 
and locations  or  email  Bob Becker 
for more information.

CHECK ONLINE! 
Competition Guidelines, 
Applications, reports, and more are 
found at www.calasta.org

“LIKE” US ON 
FACEBOOK! 
Find us at “ASTA Los Angeles.”
Keep up to date with all the events 
that ASTA Los Angeles sponsors and 
even  find  applications  for  various 
Section  events.  Post  about  your 
concerts or let members know that 
you  have  room for  more  students. 
Ask  questions  or  share  concerns. 
The page is open for all to post.

Deadline for Submissions: 
Member submissions for publication 
consideration are welcome. Please 
send submissions for the next edition 
by May 15th, 2017 to 
stringalongeditor@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 
If  you  rene w  on l ine  a t 
www.astaweb.com please be sure to 
double-check  that your email  address 
and  other  data  are  accurate  and 
current!

CONTACT 
INFORMATION 
National: www.astaweb.com
State: www.calasta.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings  to  all  of  you  from  your  volunteer  Board,  President,  and 
members of ASTA LA.  Many of you are in process of recovering from 
Holiday  concerts,  recitals,  numerous  other  concerts  and  events,  in 
addition to the hustle and bustle of the season.  All of us hope that you 
experienced the blessings of the season in whatever manner you chose to 
celebrate them.

2016 has been a tumultuous one in our country.  Our students are feeling a 
similar disquiet to the one that I know many of you also feel.  Regardless 
of our political positions, it is important for us to respond as our president 
did and move with calm grace through this time with confidence in the 
ultimate stability of our country.  Let us be the centering influence that 
our students need in these times. Never forget that we do more than teach 
scales, repertoire, and technique.  We also teach life-whether we want to 
do so or not.

2017 is going to be very exciting for our section.  ASTACAP, a Chamber 
Music  Festival,  ASTA competitions  in  the  LA section,  the  ASTA 
convention in Pittsburgh during March, students graduating and moving on to college,  conservatories,  and 
graduate schools, are all on our calendar for this spring! If you’re reading this and are not yet an ASTA member, 
drop me a line and let’s talk about the numerous advantages that membership and involvement provide.

Check out our Facebook page for updates as to the times and locations for all these events. Your Board is 
working  hard  to  finalize  these  locations  and  details  as  soon  as  possible.  Thanks  to  all  who  are  leading 
competition areas, judging those events, coordinating ASTACAP events and others.

On other notes, our Board was saddened to hear of the passing of Art Mautner recently. A pillar of our teaching 
community, we know that many of you grew up under his tutelage. Our deepest respects go to his family and 
those students who were such a vital part of his life.

It is with great regret that I have accepted the resignation of Gloria Traulle as chairperson of the ASTA LA 
string  competitions  for  personal  reasons.  Her  service  to  our  section  was  recognized  last  year  with  the 
Distinguished Service Award, but no “paper and plaque” can truly do justice to her work for this aspect of 
ASTA LA. Thank you Gloria from all of us and we wish you all the best going forward.

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  Kyle  Champion  has  accepted  the  appointment  as  the  Chairperson  of 
Competitions. Thank you Kyle! You will have the support of the entire Board and wonderful cooperation from 
our membership, I’m certain.

Also, Marcia Dickstein has accepted the appointment of Chair for our Harp Competition.  A big ASTA LA 
thank you to Marcia as well.

Best to all of you for growth in your pedagogy and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2017.

Bob Becker
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Calendar 2016/17

Sunday January 15 : 3 PM 
CSULA Symphony Orchestra/
Olympia Youth Orchestra with 
2016 ASTA Grand Prize Winner 
Chunyi Zhou, San Gabriel 
Mission Playhouse

February 18: Chamber Music 
Festival, Chapman University 
2-7

February 16-19: CASMEC 
Conference, San Jose, CA

February 28: Annual Award 
Nomination deadline

March 1-4, 2017: ASTA 
National Conference, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

March: Board Meeting

April 1: deadline: Potter Violins 
Instrument Award & Coda 
Bows for America Award
(see astaweb.com)

Saturday, April 1: ASTACAP, 
San Clemente (cellos, violins, 
violas)

Saturday, April 1: Guitar Solo 
Competition, USC Macdonald 
Auditorium

Sunday, April 2: ASTACAP, 
Pomona (AM: cellos, 
PM: violins & violas)

Saturday, April 8: ASTACAP, 
Woodland Hills (9-4 Violins,
4-7 cellos)

Saturday, April 22: ASTACAP, 
Bellflower (AM: cellos, 
PM: violins & violas)

Sunday, April 23: ASTACAP, 
So. Pasadena (AM: cellos,
 All Day: violins & violas)

Sunday, April 23: Solo 
Competition, Preliminary 
Round, Cal Poly Pomona

Saturday, April 29: ASTACAP, 
Fullerton (AM: violins & violas, 
PM: cellos)

Saturday, April 29: Solo 
Competition, Preliminary 
Round, El Camino College, 
Torrance

Sunday, April 30: Solo 
Competition, Preliminary 
Round, Cal State Fullerton

Sunday, April 30: Solo 
Competition, Preliminary 
Round, Pascale Music School

May: Board Meeting tbd

Sat. May 27: Solo Competition 
LA Finals, Cal State Fullerton

Art Mautner 

Arthur Mautner held a B.A. degree from UCLA and 
received  his  M.A.  degree  from  CSULA.  He  taught 
instrumental music for the LA Unified School District 
for  over  thirty  years.  He  became  the  conductor  of 
Youth  Symphony  West  in  1979  for  the  CSULA 
Saturday Conservatory of Music. From 1985 to 1992 he 
was on the staff at the LA County High School for the 
Arts and taught the String Methods classes at CSULB 
and  CSULA.  He  conducted  a  number  of  Honor 
Orchestras in the Southland, presented string clinics in 
the area, and adjudicated for many public school and 
organizational  festivals.  He  was  on  staff  at  Idyllwild 
School of the Arts for 20 years. He was the founding 
Conductor of the Wildwood Music Camp Senior High 
Orchestra.  Art Mautner was a long time member on 
the Board of ASTA-LA and the first recipient of our 
Annual Awards for “Outstanding Studio Teacher of the 
Year.”

Barry Socher 

Barry Socher attended USC and studied composition 
with Darius Milhaud. He was a long time member of 
the Los Angeles musical  community as a member of 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Los Angeles Master 
Chorale, and the Armadillo quartet. He taught at the 
Idyllwild  School  of  Music  and  the  Los  Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestral Institute for many summers. 
He conducted youth orchestras throughout California. 
The  Armadillo  Quartet  was  well  known  for  their 
irreverent performances and their collaborations with 
Peter  Schickele.  The quartet  used humor in  classical 
performance long before Igudesman and Joo. Socher’s 
compositions have been performed around the United 
States. Barry was known for his sense of humor and his 
great love of music. Barry Socher served several years 
on the ASTA-LA Board.

In Memoriam:
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ASTA-LA SOLO RECITAL/COMPETITION 2017

Los Angeles Finals: Sat. May 27, 2017, Cal State Fullerton 
Chair: Kyle Champion, championcello@usa.net

Chair: Kyle Champion, championcello@usa.net  
Date: Sunday, April 23, 2017, 3:30 pm 
Location: The Recital Hall at Cal Poly Pomona  

Chair: Esther Chu, estherbackcello@gmail.com 
Date: Saturday, April 29, 2017, 2:00 pm 
Location: Haag Recital Hall, El Camino College, 
Torrance 
  
Chair: Gary Hung, garykhung@gmail.com  
Date: Sunday, April 30, 2017, 10:00 am 
Location: The Choir Room at Cal State Fullerton 
  
Chair: Susan Pascale, stringsprogram@aol.com 
Date: Sunday, April 30, 2017, 1:00 pm 
Location: The Pascale Music School, So. Pasadena 

Guitar Competition 
Chair: Brian Head, head@usc.edu 
Date: Saturday, April 1, 2017, 10 am 
Location: USC Macdonald Auditorium 

Harp Competition 
Chair: Marcia Dickstein, fatrockink@aol.com 
Date and Location TBD

ASTA-LA Solo Recital/Competition 2017

For complete rules and application link go to http://www.calasta.org/la.php

Bowed string competitors may register in any ONE preliminary competition.

mailto:championcello@usa.net
mailto:championcello@usa.net
mailto:championcello@usa.net
mailto:championcello@usa.net
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CalStateLA Symphony Orchestra
Olympia Youth Orchestra 

Fung Ho, Music Director & Conductor

http://www.olympiaphil.org

Year Round Auditions
Four or more performances each season

General Information:
Fung Ho (626) 447-5839; (626) 242-3579

Dates of Audition: by appointment, phone or email

Audition Venue: To Be Announced

Please send $20.00 non-refundable application fee payable to:

Olympia  Philharmonic Society
465 W. Le Roy Ave.

Arcadia, CA 91007-7306

Submit online on website under youth orchestra section
Application fee will be credited towards tuition

if student is selected

Eligibility:
Students learning any orchestral instrument, age 12 and up

Annual Tuition Fee: $650
Scholarships Available Pending Audition Results

Transferable University Credits available

Rehearsals:  Sunday Afternoons at 4:30PM-7PM
on the campus of Cal State Los Angeles

Advertisement
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CalASTA Solo  
Competition 2016

ASTA-LA ANNUAL STATE COMPETITION WINNERS FROM ASTA-LA

ASTA-LA Winners at the CalASTA State Competition, 
Saturday October 22, 2016, Chapman University

Junior Bass: Sebastian Salazar, Teacher: Oscar Meza
Senior Guitar: Jonathan Bodian, Teacher: Brian Head

Junior Harp: Annette Lee, Teacher: Paul Baker
Junior Viola: Eunji Shim, Teacher: Helen Callus

Junior Violin: Kasia Kosmala-Dahlbeck, Teacher: Jerzy Kosmala

Forty-five students from all over California competed for the opportunity to win a cash 
award along with a performance at the Winners Showcase in February. Students were 
selected for the competition by first competing in their respective Section  Competitions.

Adjudicators for the event were: Jeff Cogan (Guitar), Jane Ferruzzo (Harp), William 
Fitzpatrick (violin), Mischa Lakirovich (violin), Bongshin Ko (cello), and Charles Tyler (cello)

Junior Bass: 
Sebastian Salazar:& Oscar Meza

Senior Guitar: photo not provided

Junior Harp: 
Annette Lee & Paul Baker

Junior Viola: 
Eunji Shim

Junior Violin: 
Kasia Kosmala-Dahlbeck
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INTERVIEWS WITH ASTA-LA TEACHERS

What motivates your students to practice and 
achieve high standards:

From Oscar Meza:
What impressed me about Sebastian was how serious 
he  was  even  at  such  a  young  age.  I  believe  what 
motivates Sebastian to  practice  and achieve  a 
high level  of  playing  is  his  single-minded desire  to 
someday play in a  professional  orchestra.  Sebastian 
has  been  playing  and  performing  with  orchestras 
since  he  was  5  years  old  at  the  Pascale  Music 
Institute, and for the last 2 years, at LACHSA and at 
Olympia Symphony.  The  ASTA Solo competition 
created  a  unique  outlet  for  working  on  bass  solo 
works and performing them at the highest level.

From Jerzy Kosmala
Kasia is not only naturally talented but, coming from 
a musical family, she started to play her instrument 
very  early.  Through  interaction,  frequent  family 
performances, and encouragement Kasia was able to 
grow up very fast to become a mature performer and 
musician. For others, the same affect can be achieved 
by good examples from their musical friends, forming 
chamber music groups, going to as many concerts as 
possible, and listening to good recordings. Above all 
students  have  to  develop  and  cultivate  a  lot  of 
interest and determination to achieve success.

How do you find time to cover everything in a 
lesson, especially when they need to continue 
to polish a piece for a competition or 
performance?

From Helen Callus
I try to structure performances around pieces so we 
can  learn  a  piece  we  need  to  learn  for  something 
important like a college audition and then test it out 
in  a  competition  or  other  performances.  This  way, 
those performances becomes part of the bigger plan 
and  help  the  student  to  remain  focused  and 
constantly growing.
Creating a  very  clear  structure  on how to practice 
and how long to practice (from 1 hour to 4 hours) is 
also helpful. That way they know not only how long I 
expect them to work each day but on what and for 
how long on each subject. More often than not, at 

least  half  of  their  practice  sessions  are  mechanical 
things so it changes the idea that you just simply play 
through pieces until something fails and then go in 
and fix that.
I keep detailed notes during and after each lesson so 
there is no time wasted and I know what to expect. 
But overall, the most important thing I have found is 
to be flexible and adjust to each individual student 
because  the i r  needs  are  a s  var ied  a s  the i r 
personalities!

From Paul Baker
Annette  and  her  family  are  very  committed  to 
lessons.  Her weekly lessons are an hour and a half 
and even when conflicts arise in scheduling or holiday 
schedules interfere they make the effort to come to a 
lesson.   It  is  challenging  with  all  of  Annette's 
musical  activities  and  school  work,  but  their 
commitment to the harp and learning is strong. 
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(562) 420-9532
m.mainstreethub.com/moreysmusic

 www.moreysmusic.com

Check Out Our Pages!
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ASTA-LA ANNUAL CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 2017
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Lot’s of great sounding violins and cellos!

ASTA-LA GRANT RECIPIENTS 2016

In 2017 Grants were awarded to:
Creative Strings’ Alternative Style Workshop ($200.-), Harmony Project of Verdugo ($750.-), 
MUSICA! ($750.-), and Southern California Chamber Music Workshop ($300.-).

Would you like to serve on a committee such as the Grant Committee? The ASTA-LA Board is always looking for volunteers!
The Grant Committee tries to have new members each year. Express your interest at stringalongeditor@gmail.com

Members of the Grant Committee: Connie Deeter, 
Lucy Lewis, and Esther Chu. Via Google Hangouts: 

Ellie Choate & Kira Blumberg

The Grant Committee met at the home 
of  Wendy  Velasco  to  enjoy  coffee  and 
cookies.  Discussion  topics  included 
relevance  to  ASTA-LA’s  mission  and 
method  of  following  our  guidelines  for 
the  grant  applications,  whether  the 
organization  effectively  communicated 
their ability to use the money effectively, 
and  how  the  program  could  further 
ASTA-LA’s  mission  of  reaching  out  to 
the various different string communities 
in the LA area.
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Do you know a special teacher who deserves to be recognized?
Request a nomination application for 2017 Annual Award winners at stringalongeditor@gmail.com

or apply directly at https://goo.gl/forms/yrfTbXKm8jDznNuy1
Nominations must be received no later than February 28, 2017

ASTA-LA ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS 2017

Outstanding Studio Teacher of the Year
This award is presented to a studio teacher and member of ASTA who has made outstanding lifetime contributions to the 
field of string playing. The nominee must have at least 10 years of successful experience with a reputation that goes beyond 
their studio.
Outstanding School Teacher of the Year
This award is  presented to a school teacher with at least 10 years experience and a member of ASTA who has made a 
significant contribution to a school orchestra or a university program, epitomizing every facet of excellence in string teaching. 
Teachers shall have a reputation that goes beyond their classroom, in such areas as mentoring peers, presenting sessions at 
conferences or for being life-long learners.
Distinguished Service Award
This award is presented to a school administrator, music supporter, or music business that has made a significant contribution 
to string teaching in the Greater Los Angeles Area Section for five or more years. Examples of contributions are: Initiating a 
string program in a school district,  expanding an existing program, creating or expanding a youth orchestra program, or 
providing exceptional support to a program. Other examples include financial support, advocacy, chairing recital competitions 
or being a member of the string industry.
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Email Questions for Kay Pech about Greater Los Angeles policies/procedures/literature 
are always welcome at ASTACAP.LA@gmail.com

ASTACAP helps students measure and achieve greater 
playing abilities and continue their music study with 
enthusiasm. Advancing successfully through the levels 
motivates students to practice. ASTA has developed a carefully 
graded 11-level curriculum for violin, viola, cello, double bass 
and harp.

ASTACAP PROGRAM

ASTACAP NEWS 
Sat. Apr 1 San Clemente
Sun. April 2 Pomona
Sat. Apr 8 Woodland Hills
Sat. Apr 22 Bellflower
Sun. Apr 23 Pasadena
Sat. Apr 29 Fullerton

ASTA members interested in having their students evaluated are encouraged to download the free new 
2016 Handbook available at our national website, astaweb.com, which gives you guidance in literature/
scales/etudes in graded levels. There are no guidelines yet for Guitar, but those teachers requesting 
HARP and BASS evaluations, please contact us at ASTACAP.LA@gmail.com so that we can develop 
dates/locations for your students as well. To learn about the costs and deadlines for enrolling your 
students, go to https://goo.gl/forms/L1M33U0tE6eMkhb12 

Register now or up to 2 months before 
the date you select. Enroll your 
students at https://goo.gl/forms/

L1M33U0tE6eMkhb12

http://astaweb.com/
mailto:ASTACAP.LA@gmail.com
http://astaweb.com/
mailto:ASTACAP.LA@gmail.com
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ASTACAP SURVEY BY  KAY PECH

Now  in  our  tenth  year, 
ASTACAP in  the  Los  Angeles 
Section has been a program that 
29  of  our  ASTA members  are 
par t i c ipat ing  in  for  the i r 
students.  We  asked  them  to 
share their thoughts

What does the program do 
for you and your studio?

“It keeps me on track to teach a 
complete  program  from  al l 
technique  to  pieces,  s ight-
reading,  and  performance.  The 
students learn how to react to an 
evaluation and discover it is OK 
to  hear  where  they  need  to 
improve.”

“I  l ike  the  respect  it  gives 
teachers,  a l lowing  them  to 
decide  what  is  the  appropriate 
l i terature  needed  for  each 
student,  based  on  comparable 
guidel ines  provided  in  the 
Handbook”
“The  Certificate  is  recognized 
throughout the United States for 
those students who are applying 
to out-of-state colleges.”

D o y o u r e q u i r e y o u r 
students to perform their 
solos memorized and with 
piano accompaniment for 
ASTACAP?

“I don’t tell my students that it 
is  optional.  I  require  them  to 

memorize  all  solos  with  piano 
accompaniment.”
“Only  my  students  who  have 
great  difficulty  memorizing  can 
play with music. The others ALL 
play from memory.”

Do you find the registration 
procedure online awkward or 
helpful?

All responses were positive.
h t t p s : / / g o o . g l / f o r m s /
L1M33U0tE6eMkhb12

For on-line video submissions: 
https://app.decisiondesk.com/
clients/astacap17/apply

https://goo.gl/forms/L1M33U0tE6eMkhb12
https://app.decisiondesk.com/clients/astacap17/apply
https://goo.gl/forms/L1M33U0tE6eMkhb12
https://app.decisiondesk.com/clients/astacap17/apply
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MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN: PLEASE SHARE WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES




