
Checklist for First String Class 

(Make a check by each item when complete.) 

 

1.   Name tags – blue ink for violin, green ink for viola       _______ 

2.   Pencils under each chair.  No stands for the first class.  _______ 

3.   Sponges cut and rubber bands                       _______ 

4.   Large red dots          _______ 

5.   Camera to take pictures of ½ or 1/3 of class at a time.  Ask 
permission of children.  If possible, get a parent or aide to take 
pictures while you call the roll.  Print the photos as soon as 
possible.  Write the names of the students on the photos. (You can 
study their faces and names and learn them quickly.)         _______ 

6.   Roll book with names entered       _______ 

7.   Your violin          _______ 

 

Preparing Room 

1.   Set up chairs in curved rows, all facing front.  Each row is 
staggered slightly so kids can be seen.      _______ 

2.   Put name tags on chairs, as you face them, violin to the left and  
violas to the right so some violas are on first row.     _______ 

3.   Put pencils under chairs.        _______ 

4.   Grade book for checking roll on stand in front.    _______ 

5.   Nearby put sponges and rubber bands.      _______ 

6.   Put camera and your violin nearby.      _______ 



Ahead of time 

 

1.   Tell students to bring instruments first thing in the morning to 
your room so you can tune them before class.  Good luck on getting 
them all tunes before class the first time!!) 

            _______ 

2.   Tune up the little puppies, trying not to rush and break an E 
string.       

             ________ 

3.   Put big red dots on if time permits.  Put them on the fingerboard 
about where the 4th finger goes in 3rd position (where the body of 
the instrument meets the neck). 

            _______ 

4.   When students arrive, have them sit where their name tags are. 

            _______ 

5.   Go over the rules (Raise hands to ask questions, etc.).  Kids put 
on name tags and save leftover piece of paper.  Put extra paper 
under chair. 

            _______ 

6.   Tell students to go get violin or viola only.  Leave case and bow 
there. 

            _______ 
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