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Matthew Savery – Biography 
 

Now in his 21st season as Music Director of the Bozeman Symphony Orchestra 
and Symphonic Choir and continuing in his 7th season as Music Director of the 
Wyoming Symphony Orchestra, conductor MATTHEW SAVERY enjoys an 
expanding reputation for his multi-faceted career as an electrifying performer, 
dedicated orchestra builder and charismatic teacher. 

Along with his regular duties with the Bozeman Symphony, where his innovative 
subscription, family and children’s programming earns consistent praise – and 
sold-out houses, Matthew Savery has established an active commissioning 
program, bringing compelling new compositional voices to his orchestra and its 
audiences, among them: Kenneth Fuchs – Glacier (Concerto for Electric Guitar 
and Orchestra); Erik Santos – Karnak, …in the Mines of Desire, Sun Road (Five 
Symphonic Dances for Orchestra); Elodie Lauten – Symphony 2001; James M. 
Stephenson, III – Concertino and Fanfare for Orchestra; Lowell Liebermann – 
Concerto for Clarinet. During his years with the orchestra, Mr. Savery has also 
presided over a ten-fold rate of financial growth, while regularly attracting over 
4.3% of Bozeman’s population to its concerts. For several seasons, Matthew 
Savery offered the Montana’s schools a “Conductor in Residency” program that 
accounted for dozens of hours per school year. He is much in demand as both a 
competition adjudicator and an in-school clinician. Mr. Savery is a recipient of 
the Eugene and Sadie Power Award for the Performing Arts. In October 1998, he 
and the Bozeman Symphony Orchestra were the subjects of a special feature on 
“CBS Sunday Morning.” 

Since his 2008 appointment to the Wyoming Symphony Orchestra, Matthew 
Savery and his notable artistic and organizational skills have refocused the 
greater-Casper area’s attention on the orchestra with gratifying results, among 
them a dramatic elevation of the orchestra’s artistic achievement and the 
quality of its guest artists, a broadening of the scope of the performance 
repertoire, a 30% increase in attendance and a 35% increase in the budget. With 
enthusiastic Board support, he introduced children’s and family concerts during 
the 2013-2014 season, while introducing “Music on the Move,” an outreach 
program, featuring chamber ensembles who serve as ambassadors from the  
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orchestra to the community at large and “Conductor in Residency” – both 
programs offered to all educational levels, from primary to college. Of special 
pride to the entire organization are the plans to tour throughout the State of 
Wyoming, beginning with the 2013-2014 season. 

A native of Western Massachusetts, just “down the road” from the famed 
Tanglewood Music Festival, Matthew Savery graduated from the New England 
Conservatory of Music and received his Master of Music Degree from the 
University of Michigan, where he was the recipient of a Teaching Assistantship 
to the prestigious studio of Gustav Meier and to which he returned in 2001 and 
2006 as a Visiting Guest Lecturer. In addition to Mr. Meier, his principal teachers 
have been Pascal Verrot and Frank Battisti. 

While at the University of Michigan, Matthew Savery was the founding Music 
Director of the University Campus Chamber Orchestra; subsequently, he served 
as Music Director of the Comic Opera Guild of Ann Arbor. He has also led 
performances with the Boise, Dayton, Fort Wayne, Long Island and Naples 
philharmonics, East Texas, El Paso, Greater Bridgeport (16 performances), 
Greater Lansing, Lake St. Clair, New Haven, Quad City, Saginaw Bay, Sioux City, 
Springfield (MA, MO and OH), South Dakota and Virginia symphony orchestras, 
Missouri Chamber Orchestra, Cape May Music Festival, Canada’s Victoria 
Symphony, Italy’s Orchestra Sinfonica di Bari and Turkey’s Presidential 
Symphony Orchestra. In 2001 he made a notable debut with the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra, opening its acclaimed summer series at Conner Prairie. 
Mr. Savery was a member of the first class of the International Institute for 
Conductors in Kiev, Ukraine, and has led that country’s National Symphony 
Orchestra in public performance. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Matthew Savery – Testimonials & Reviews 
 
Few are the conductors whose great musical prowess finds an equivalent skill as 
Music Director. Matthew is one of those few. 
-Jon Nakamatsu, Gold Medalist, 10th Van Cliburn Competition 
 
His ability to understand and completely internalize the intricacies of a score 
creates a palpable atmosphere of trust and freedom among those on stage. 
-Jon Nakamatsu, Gold Medalist, 10th Van Cliburn Competition 
 
He conducts with a distinctive clarity, precision and focus that serve only to 
underscore his deep artistic vision. 
-Jon Nakamatsu, Gold Medalist, 10th Van Cliburn Competition 
 
In both rehearsal and performance, his superior skills as a leader and artist 
evidence a total mastery of his craft. 
-Jon Nakamatsu, Gold Medalist, 10th Van Cliburn Competition 
 
How grateful I am to have played with Matthew Savery. He is deeply committed 
to drawing the best out of his orchestra. The results are uplifting for audiences 
and performers alike. 
-Jon Mannase, Faculty, The Juilliard School 
 
Matthew Savery is a great American conductor. I cannot think of a better 
conductor and musician who has such a deep understanding of music. He’s 
always able to translate all his interesting musical ideas to the orchestra with 
such clarity and precision. 
-Alexander Markov, violinist and winner of the Paganini International Violin 
Competition 
 
I run to work with him whenever an opportunity presents itself. 
-Maureen O’Flynn, Soprano 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Matthew Savery – Testimonials & Reviews 

 
For a singer, it is essential to not only have a conductor who is in control, but 
who also breathes with the music and the singer, and this he does very well. 
Maestro Savery is a phenomenal musician… 
-Maureen O’Flynn, Soprano 
 
What I love about Matthew Savery is his infectiously devoted commitment to his 
orchestras and his community as well as his deeply moving and rivetingly 
passionate performances of all manner of repertoire. 
-Carol Wincenc, Faculty, The Juilliard School 
 
He led his orchestra fearlessly in one of the most riveting and moving 
performances of the Christopher Rouse Flute Concerto. More recently we 
collaborated in a spirited and outstanding performance of the Lukas Foss 
Renaissance Concerto, undertaken yet again by the Maestro in the same 
powerfully commanding manner. 
-Carol Wincenc, Faculty, The Juilliard School 
 
I consider him one of the most promising conductors of his generation. 
-Gustav Meier 
 
…is the definition of a conductor with whom I want to make music, and a man 
who knows what it means to be a real Music Director. 
-Eric Ruske, hornist 
 
One unusual thing did happen when the rehearsal was over; at least it hasn’t 
happened so far this season. Savery made a little speech, thanking the orchestra 
and saying he would be proud to be its conductor. And the Musicians—70 of the 
hardest working people in El Paso—applauded loud and long. 
-EL PASO TIMES 
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This was an impressive achievement in every way: for the orchestra so 
comprehensively to nail a piece they’ve not played before; for Savery to fly in 
from Montana and direct the piece at a week’s notice; and for the audience, 
who were held spellbound (and almost completely silent throughout)… 
-TIMES COLONIST, Victoria, B.C. 
 
Matthew Savery is a dynamite conductor full of energy and personality. 
-CONNECTICUT POST 
 
The Bozeman Symphony plays every subscription program to an audience that is 
equal to about 3% of its Metropolitan Area’s total population. This is an 
astounding figure – I am not aware of any other orchestra that could make such 
a claim. 
-HENRY FOGEL, President of the American Symphony Orchestra League 
 
When a young Matthew Savery arrived 20 years ago, he says he felt the need to 
commit to the job he was taking on–to grow with the Bozeman Symphony. And 
that would take 10 years. To the community’s great good fortune, that decade 
has turned into two. And, as promised, both Savery and the symphony he leads 
continue to grow. The Bozeman Symphony is central to [our] large array of 
artistic choices. And Savery has been key to the symphony’s success. We are 
fortunate to have this level of talent. 
-BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE 
 
Matthew Savery led the orchestra in the opening selection, which sparkled with 
a clarity that brought to mind the Chicago Symphony Orchestra under Sir Georg 
Solti. This young conductor leads with an energy and enthusiasm that 
commands respect, attention, and accuracy. 
-LONEPEAK LOOKOUT (Montana) 
 
Throughout, guest conductor Matthew Savery was a fascinating showman. A 
conductor par excellence, he’s a performer with pizzazz at the same time he 
inspires the orchestra into stellar playing. 
-CONNECTICUT POST 
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The orchestra’s showcase was Rachmaninoff’s last major composition, the 
demanding Symphonic Dances of 1940. The hypnotic work unfolded as a series 
of miniature dramas, sometimes languorous, sometimes impassioned, but all 
imbued with an air of mystery. Savery drew first-rate performances from all 
sections of the orchestra, and the ever-shifting rhythms were all played with flair 
and assurance. 
-SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER (Missouri) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Matthew Savery – Repertoire 
ADAMS, John 
Short Ride in a Fast Machine 
 
ADAMS, John Luther 
The Light Within 
 
ALTENBERG 
Concerto for Clarini and Trumpet 
 
ARNOLD, Malcolm 
Four Scottish Dances 
 
ARTUNIAN 
Concerto for Trumpet 
 
BACH, J.S. 
Christmas Oratorio 
Cantata #1 
Magnificat 
 
BARBER 
Adagio for Strings 
Concerto, violin 
Essay #1 
 
BEETHOVEN 
Concerto for Piano, No. 1 
Concerto for Piano, No. 3 
Concerto for Piano, No. 4 
Coriolanus, Overture 
Creatures of Prometheus, Overture 
Egmont, Overture 
Fantasia in C for Piano, Orchestra & Chorus 
Fidelio, Overture 
Leonore No. 3, Overture 
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Mass in C 
Symphony No. 1 
Symphony No. 2 
Symphony No. 3 
Symphony No. 4 
Symphony No. 5 
Symphony No. 6 
Symphony No. 7 
Symphony No. 8 
Symphony No. 9 
 
BENNETT, Richard Rodney 
Concerto for Solo Percussion & Chamber Orchestra 
 
BERLIOZ 
Roman Carnival Overture 
 
BERNSTEIN 
Candide (overture & excerpts) 
Chichester Psalms 
Symphonic Dances from West Side Story 
Three Dances from On the Town 
 
BIZET 
Carmen (excerpts) 
 
BLOCH 
Concerto Grosso #1 
Schelomo: A Hebraic Rhapsody 
 
BOITO 
Excerpts from Mefistofole 
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BRAHMS 
Academic Festival Overture 
Concerto for Piano, No. 1 
Concerto for Piano, No. 2 
Concerto for Violin 
Ein Deutsches Requiem 
Hungarian Dances (1,3,5) 
Schicksalslied 
Symphony No. 1 
Symphony No. 2 
Symphony No. 3 
Symphony No. 4 
Tragic Overture 
 
BRITTEN 
Simple Symphony 
Sinfonietta, op. 1 
 
CONUS 
Concerto for Violin 
 
COPLAND 
Appalachian Spring 
Old American Songs (Set 2) 
Outdoor Overture 
Third Symphony 
 
DAUGHERTY, Michael 
Bay of Pigs 
 
de FALLA 
El Amor Brujo 
Three Cornered Hat (Suite no. 2) 
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DEBUSSY 
La Mer 
Nocturnes 
Prelude a L’apres-midi d’un faune 
 
DONIZETTI 
Lucia di Lammermoor (excerpts) 
 
DUKAS 
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice 
 
DUPREY, Thomas 
Nonet 
 
DVORAK 
Concerto for Cello 
Festival March 
Serenade in d minor 
Symphony No. 8 
Symphony No. 9, “From The New World” 
Te Deum 
 
ELGAR 
Concerto for Violincello 
 
FAURE 
Elegie 
 
FOSS, Lukas 
Renaissance Concerto 
 
FRANCK 
Symphony in D Minor 
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FUCHS, Kenneth 
Discover the Wild 
Glacier (Concerto for Electric Guitar and Orchestra 
 
GERSHWIN 
American in Paris 
Concerto for Piano in F Major 
Porgy & Bess (excerpts) 
 
GLAZUNOV 
Cortege Solennel No. 2, op. 91 
GLIERE 
Concerto for Horn 
 
GLINKA 
Ruslan & Ludmilla (overture) 
 
GOUNOD 
Petite Symphonie 
 
GRIEG 
Concerto for Piano 
Holberg Suite 
Peer Gynt: Suite 1 
 
HANDEL 
Messiah (Christmas portion) 
 
HANSON 
Symphony No. 2 (Romantic) 
 
HARBISON, John 
Remembering Gatsby—Foxtrot for Orchestra 
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HAYDN 
Concerto, violoncello, Hob. VIIb:2, D major 
March for the Royal Society of Musicians 
Symphony No. 88 
Symphony No. 94, “Surprise” 
Symphony No. 102 
Symphony No. 104, “London” 
 
HINDEMITH 
Concert Music for Piano, Brass & 2 Harps, Op. 49 
Symphonic Metamorphosis of Themes by Carl Maria von Weber 
Tuttifantchen: Suite 
 
HOLST 
The Planets 
 
HOVHANNES 
Fantasy on Japanese Woodprints 
 
HUMMEL 
Concerto, Trumpet 
 
HUMPERDINCK 
Hansel und Gretel (excerpts) 
 
IBERT 
Concerto for Flute 
 
INCE, Deniz 
Copper Sky 
Iron Earth 
 
JOHNSON, Scott 
Stalking Horse 
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KOPETSKI, Echard 
Concerto for Marimba 
 
KORNGOLD 
Captain Blood Overture 
Concerto for Cello 
Concerto for Violin 
 
LALO 
Concerto for Cello 
Symphonie espagnol 
 
LISZT 
Hungarian Fantasy 
Les Presludes 
 
MAHLER 
Symphony No. 1 
Symphony No. 2 
Symphony No. 4 
Adagietto from Symphony No. 5 
 
MASSENET 
Le Cid (ballet music) 
 
MENDELSSOHN 
Concerto for piano no. 1 
Concerto for Violin 
The Hebrides Overture 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (overture) 
Symphony No. 3 (“Scottish”) 
 
MILHAUD 
Concerto for Cello 
La création du monde 
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MONCAYO 
Tierra de Temporal 
 
MOZART 
Ballet music from Idomeneo 
La clemenza di Tito (overture) 
Concert and Opera arias (various) 
Concerto for Clarinet 
Concerto for Horn No. 3 
Concerto for Horn No. 4 
Concerto for Piano No. 17 
Concerto for Piano No. 23 
Concerto for Piano No. 24 
Concerto for Violin No. 3 
Don Giovanni (excerpts) 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
Exsultate jubilate 
The Impresario 
The Magic Flute (overture) 
Marriage of Figaro (overture & excerpts) 
Rondo in D, K. 382 
Serenade No. 12 
Sinfonia Concertante for Violin & Viola 
Symphony No. 23 
Symphony No. 35, “Haffner” 
Symphony No. 40 
 
MUSSORGSKY 
Night on Bald Mountain 
Pictures at an Exhibition 
 
NICOLAI 
The Merry Wives of Windsor: Overture 
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NIELSEN 
Concerto for Clarinet 
 
OFFENBACH 
Ba-Ta-Clan 
Orpheus in the Underworld (overture) 
 
ORFF, Carl 
Carmina Burana 
 
PACHELBEL 
Canon 
 
PAGANINI 
Concerto for Violin No. 1 
Concerto for Violin No. 2 
 
PAPE, Gerard 
Concerto for Piano 
 
PECK, Russell 
Signs of Life II 
 
POULENC 
Gloria 
 
PROKOFIEV 
Concerto for Piano No. 3 
The Love for Three Oranges (March) 
Romeo and Juliet: Suite 2 
Symphony No. 1, “Classical” 
 
PUCCINI 
La bohéme (excerpts) 
Manon Lescaut (Act III Intermezzo) 



 

 

 
Matthew Savery, conductor – Repertoire 

 
RACHMANINOFF 
Concerto for Piano No. 2 
Concerto for Piano No. 3 
Symphonic Dances 
Symphony No. 2 
Vocalise 
 
RAVEL 
Le Tombeau de Couperin 
Shéhérazade 
Valses nobles et sentimentales 
 
RESPIGHI 
Pini di Roma 
La Boutique fantasque 
 
RHEINBERGER 
The Star of Bethlehem 
 
RIMSKY-KORSAKOV 
Christmas Eve (Polonaise) 
Scheherazade, op. 35 
RODRIGO 
Concierto de Aranjuez 
 
ROSSINI 
Il barbiere di Siviglia (overture & excerpts) 
La scala di seta (overture) 
Semiramide (overture) 
Il Signor Bruschino (overture) 
Tancredi (overture) 
William Tell (overture) 
L’Italiana in Algeri (overture) 
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ROUSE, Christopher 
Concerto for Flute 
 
RUTTER, John 
Magnificat 
 
SAINT-SAENS 
Concerto for Cello, No. 1 
Concerto for Violin, No. 3 
Symphony No. 3 
Tarantelle for Flute & Clarinet 
Concerto for Piano No. 2 
 
SANTOS, Erik 
…in the Mines of Desire 
Karnak 
Sun Road (Five Symphonic Dances for Orchestra) 
 
SARASATE 
Zigeunerweisen 
 
SCHUBERT 
Rosamunde (overture & excerpts) 
Symphony No. 3 
Symphony No. 8 
 
SCHUMANN 
Concerto for Cello 
Symphony No. 4 
 
SELLERS, Elizabeth 
Variations on St. Peter 
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SHOSTAKOVICH 
Concerto for Cello No. 1 
Festive Overture 
Symphony No. 1 
Symphony No. 5 
Symphony No. 9 
 
SIBELIUS 
Finlandia 
Symphony No. 1 
Symphony No. 2 
Symphony No. 5 
 
SMETANA 
The Bartered Bride (overture, 3 dances) 
 
STEPHENSON, James 
Concertino and Fanfare 
 
STRAUSS, Johann, Jr. 
On the Beautiful Blue Danube 
Unter Donner und Blitz 
Fledermaus (overture) 
Fledermaus (Czardas) 
Emperor Waltz 
Tales from the Vienna Woods 
 
STRAUSS, Richard 
Also Sprach Zarathustra 
Concerto for Oboe 
Serenade in E-flat 
Tod und Verklarung 
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STRAVINSKY 
Concerto in E-flat (“Dumbarton Oaks”) 
The Firebird (1919 version) 
L’Histoire du Soldat 
Octet 
Petrouchka 
Le Sacre du Printemps 
 
SVENDSEN 
Romance for Violin 
 
SVOBODA, Thomas 
Concerto for Marimba 
Overture of the Season 
 
TCHAIKOVSKY 
Andante Cantabile (from String Quartet No. 1) 
Capriccio italien 
Concerto for Piano No. 1 
Concerto for Violin 
Eugene Onegin (excerpts) 
The Nutcracker (complete ballet) 
The Nutcracker (excerpts) 
Overture 1812 
Romeo & Juliet 
Serenade for Strings 
The Sleeping Beauty (complete ballet) 
The Sleeping Beauty (suite) 
Swan Lake (complete ballet) 
Symphony No. 4 
Symphony No. 5 
Symphony No. 6 
Valse-Scherzo 
Variations on a Rococo Theme 
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TORKE, Michael 
December 
Rapture 
 
TURINA 
Danzas Fantasticas 
 
UDOW, Michael 
Moonshadows 
 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS 
Dona Nobis Pacem 
Fantasia on Chistmas Carols 
Fantasia on Greensleeves 
 
VERDI 
La forza del destino (overture) 
Requiem 
Simon Boccanegra (excerpts) 
La traviata (excerpts) 
Il trovatore (excerpts) 
 
VIVALDI 
Concerto for Guitar in D Major 
Concerto for Piccolo 
Concerto for Recorder in D 
Gloria 
“Winter” from Le quattro staggioni 
 
WAGNER 
Lohengrin (Prelude to Act III) 
Siegfried Idyll 
 
WALTON 
Concerto for Viola 
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WAXMAN 
Carmen Fantasy 
 
WEBER 
Concertino for Clarinet & Orchestra 
 
WOLPE, Michael 
Concerto for Recorder 
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Performance Experience 
 
Bozeman Symphony Orchestra, Montana 
Music Director and Conductor 
1994 - Present 
 
Wyoming Symphony Orchestra 
Music Director and Conductor 
2008 - Present 
 
New Haven Symphony, Guest Conductor 
 
Orchestra Sinfonica di Bari, Guest Conductor 
 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Greater Bridgeport Symphony, Guest Conductor 
16 performances | 1998 – 2010 
 
Naples Philharmonic, Guest Conductor 
5 performances | 2006 – 2008 
 
Springfield (MA) Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
4 performances | 2007 – 2008 
 
Boise Philharmonic, Guest Conductor 
 
Wyoming Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Lafayette Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
South Dakota Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
2 performances | 2005 – 2006 
 



 

 

Matthew Savery – Résumé 
 

San Juan Symphony, Guest Conductor 
 
El Paso Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Dayton Philharmonic, Guest Conductor 
 
Springfield (MO) Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Greater Lansing Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
4 performances | 2002 – 2003 
 
Connecticut Orchestra, Summer Music at Harkness, Guest Conductor 
 
Saginaw Bay Symphony, Guest Conductor 
 
Victoria (B.C.) Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Virginia Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Long Island Philharmonic, Guest Conductor 
 
Springfield (OH) Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Sioux City Symphony, Guest Conductor 
 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra, Guest Conductor 

 
Cape May Festival, Guest Conductor 
 
Missouri Chamber Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
 
Quad City Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor 
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Butte Symphony Orchestra, Montana 
Music Director and Conductor 
Artistic Advisor 
 
Montana Ballet, Nutcracker 
 
Lake St. Clair Symphony with the Lo-Ru Ballet, Michigan  
 
Campus Chamber Orchestra, University of Michigan 
Founding Music Director 
 
University Symphony Orchestra, University of Michigan 
Assistant Conductor 
 
University of Michigan Opera 
Assistant Conductor, Falstaff, Albert Herring 
 
Campus Orchestra, University of Michigan 
Assistant Conductor 
 
Comic Opera Guild (MI) 
Music Director 
 
Major Teachers 
 
Gustav Meier 
Pascal Verrot 
Frank Battisti 
 
Education 
 
University of Michigan M.M. Orchestral Conducting 1992 
New England Conservatory B.M. Jazz Studies 1988 
International Institute for Conductors Kiev, Ukraine 1997 
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Awards 
 
Eugene and Sadie Power Award for the Performing Arts 
University of Michigan 1991 
 
Graduate Student Teaching Assistantship 
University of Michigan 1990-1992 
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Matthew Savery - YouTube Conducting Links, February 2015 

 

Rachmaninoff: Symphonic Dances - Andante con moto (Tempo di Valse) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lsoUqhbbgM 

(2:39) 

 

Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 6 in B minor, op. 74 "Pathetique" - Adagio-Allegro 

non troppo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yx-5V_octs8 

(8:04) 

 

Debussy: Nuages from "Nocturnes" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDWS0jYxRas 

(5:43) 

 

Beethoven: Symphony No. 3 in E-flat major, op. 55 "Eroica" - Scherzo (Allegro 

vivace) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn7Jea_PU_w 

(4:15) 
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