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Marimba Nandayapa – Biography 
 
The year 2017 marks the 61st anniversary of Marimba Nandayapa, without a 
doubt, Mexico’s most important group of its kind and one of the most 
recognized marimba ensembles of the world.  
 
Zeferino Nandayapa, a native of Chiapa de Corzo, Chiapas, is the founder and 
director of the group, whose origin goes back to the 1940’s. In 1952 he moved 
to Mexico City and four years later he founded the Marimba Nandayapa 
Ensemble, bringing the traditional marimba to the concert stage.  
 
Mr. Nandayapa participated with the most important orchestras in Mexico, 
performing works that have been written and dedicated to him, as well as his 
own compositions and arrangements. In 1989 he was soloist with the Royal 
Philharmonia Orchestra under the baton of Eduardo Mata and in 2000 with the 
Madrid community Orchestra at the Madrid Municipal theater, as well as the 
Fine Arts Palace in Mexico City.  
He was the recipient in 1996 of the National Arts Award. 
 
Although at the beginning of his career, work as Marimba Nandayapa depended 
entirely to Zeferino, his sons Oscar and Norberto, joined the group from the 
year 1977, and in 1989 joined the youngest of the family, Javier.  
 
Zeferino Nandayapa died in 2010, since the year 2011 to present time, Marimba 
Nandayapa Ensemble members are the three brothers Javier, Oscar & Norberto 
Nandayapa and two important representative musicians from the marimba 
tradition from Chiapas: Sandra Moreno & Eduardo Hernandez. 
 
Since the beginning, Zeferino and his group have taken the Mexican marimba 
tradition to more than 50 countries in Europe, Asia, and the American 
continent, where they have enjoyed success in such recognized international 
festivals & concert venues such as the Cultural Olympic games in Münich, 
Germany (1972) and Montreal, Canada (1976),  Musical Youth International 
congress Zagreb, Croatia (1979). “Expo 92” in Seville, Spain; Omiya Sonic City 
Hall in Japan (1996), The Purcell Room in London, UK, (2001) The “Black  
 



 

 

Marimba Nandayapa – Biography  
 
Diamond” of the National Library in Copenhague, Denmark (2007); among 
others. Marimba Nandayapa is the only Mexican Marimba group which has 
performed twice at Carnegie Hall in New York.  
 
They had been recognized with numerous awards both nationally and 
internationally, like The Peace Medal award from the United Nations 
Organization in New York (1977) and The European excellence award in Paris, 
France (1996).  
 
They are also unique in teaching Mexican marimba in several music 
conservatories and universities in U.S.A., Japan Europe and Latin-America.  
 
They have made over 70 recordings of including those for overseas for stamps: 
Audivis (France), Winter & Winter (Germany) and King Records (Japan). 
 
In recent years, they have performed in several concert venues and 
international festivals in Mexico. They have performed as a soloist with the 
following Symphony Orchestras: National Symphony Orchestra of Mexico, 
Queretaro Philarmonic Orchestra, National Polytechnic Institute Symphony 
Orchestra, Secretariat of the Marine & Navy of Mexico Symphony Orchestra and 
Choir. Marimba Nandayapa recorded the soundtrack of the film “Coco” 
produced by Pixar animation studios in 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Marimba Nandayapa – Repertoire 
 

Concert Repertoire   
 
HUNGARIAN RHAPSODY No. 2       (Franz Liszt) 
LA CAMPANELLA     (Paganini / Liszt) 
TOCCATA & FUGE BWV 565 IN D MINOR        (Johann Sebastian Bach) 
AIR FOR THE G STRING     (Johann Sebastian Bach) 
SABRE DANCE     (Aram Khatchaturiam) 
CZARDAS       (Vittorio Monti)  
POET & PEASANT Overture    (Franz Von Suppé) 
RONDÓ ALLA TURCA    (Wolfgang A. Mozart) 
EINE KLEINE NACHT-MUSIK   (Wolfgang A. Mozart) 
FLIGHT OF THE BUMBLE BEE   (Nikolai Rimsky Korsakov)  
VALS # 7        (Frederic Chopin)  
HUNGARIAN DANCE no. 5    (Johannes Brahms) 
RITUAL DANCE OF FIRE    (Manuel de Falla)  
THE WEDDING OF LUIS ALONSO   (Jeronimo Gimenez) 
“ARANJUEZ” CONCERTO 2nd. Mov.   (Joaquin Rodrigo) 
AVE LIRA Guatemalan Fantasy    (Luis Betancourt) 
MALAGUEÑA      (Ernesto Lecuona) 
A BIRD’S PARTY      (Jesús Castillo)  
THREE CUBAN DANCES    (Mario Ruíz Armengol)  
GAVOTA      (Manuel M. Ponce) 
ESTRELLITA      (Manuel M. Ponce) 
HUAPANGO      (Jose Pablo.P. Moncayo) 
 
 

World Music Repertoire 
 
LA MUERTE DEL ANGEL     (Astor Piazzolla)  
LIBERTANGO     (Astor Piazzolla) 
RIVERDANCE        (Bill Whelan) 
A FRENCH TOUCH     (Richard Galliano)  
I SKOVENS DYBE STILLE RO    (Traditional / Denmark) 
NORTH AMERICAN MEDLEY   (Various composers) 
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ITALIAN MEDLEY     (Various composers) 
FRENCH MEDLEY     (Various composers) 
GERMAN MEDLEY     (Various composers) 
SPANISH – PASODOBLES    (Various composers) 
EUROPEAN WALTZES    (Various composers) 
WEST SIDE STORY      (Leonard Bernstein)  
A REBEL NOVICE     (Rodgers & Hammerstein)  
STRANGERS IN THE NIGHT    (B. Kaempfert) 
ZORBA THE GREEK     (M. Theodorakis) 
 
 

Popular Repertoire   
 
MEXICAN MUSIC     (Various composers) 
 Waltzes 
 “Sones” 
 “Zapateados” 
 “Boleros” 
 “Songs” 
 “Polkas” 
 “Peteneras” 
 “Chilenas” 
 “Danzas” 
 “Marchas” 
 
 
LATIN-AMERICAN MUSIC    (Various composers) 
 “Danzones”  
 “Mambos” 
 “Waltzes” 
 “Sones” 
 “Boleros”  
 “Songs” 
 “Danzas” 
 “Marchas” 



 

 

Marimba Nandayapa – YouTube Links 
 
Lindo Michoacan 
https://youtu.be/yX51KotbQHQ 
 
The Huapango 
https://youtu.be/g4SiO9Y_5oc 
 
Fidelidad 
https://youtu.be/ZeSJhxZnIuY 
 
GOD NEVER DIES 
https://youtu.be/wh7vw7yn0uo 
 
Folk Music 
https://youtu.be/k9mFdTKnJ1M 
 
TORTUGA DEL ARENAL 
https://youtu.be/AR74VdhMlwE 
 
Vuelo del abejorro 
https://youtu.be/Z_hznyJKC8E 
 
LIBERTANGO 
https://youtu.be/t5GRop5FDqM 
 
TORTUGA DEL ARENAL 
https://youtu.be/6CKRSXXXlmM 
 
El Grijalva 
https://youtu.be/nsPLGeDSQ90 
 
SANDUNGA & LLORONA 
https://youtu.be/lpAkKF5bWHI 
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Czardas 
https://youtu.be/Shta8HkyAeU 
 
Guadalajara 
https://youtu.be/VbXQbpsinv8 
 
GAVOTA 
https://youtu.be/CFTjFBNK1P8 
 
FANDANGO TEHUANO 
https://youtu.be/A2SPcRQtT7A 
 
TORTUGA DEL ARENAL 
https://youtu.be/5FaoWE2tUa0 
 
CHACHALACAS 
https://youtu.be/WnPCNBUbNbg 
 
AL SON DE LA MARIMBA 
https://youtu.be/GL1koOBCo3M 
 
Demonstration 
https://youtu.be/zpUfOflDn8w 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artist Website: http://www.nandayapa.com 
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Marimba Nandayapa – Photo Gallery 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 


